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January – June 2010 
 

Internationally-oriented presentations and events attended/organized by Tampa Hillsborough Economic 
Development Corporation. 

 
JANUARY – MAY 2010 
 

Tampa Bay Consular Corps Luncheon – January 20 
Keith Norden was a guest speaker at the luncheon hosted by Tampa/Hillsborough International Protocol 
Office. 
 

UK Trade & Investment – Lord Mayor of the City of London’s Visit – January 25 
The Tampa Hillsborough EDC collaborated with the British Consul in Miami in 
hosting a special breakfast meeting January 25, 2010 at the University Club 
for the Lord Mayor of the City of London.  Approximately 50 guests from 
throughout the Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater MSA attended the event.  
The focus of the Lord Mayor’s address was bilateral financial services trade 
and cooperation between the United States and United Kingdom. 

 
 

Ambassador Ron Kirk, United States Trade Representative- February 25. 
Kieth Norden participated in meetings as a guest of Richard Wainio at the Tampa Port Authority and  
Mark Huey, City of Tampa. EDC staff also aided in the logistics of the meetings. 
 

International Business Summit - March 11 
Staff attended the annual summit organized by the Bi-National Chambers of Commerce. The yearly 
summit aims to pull together business opportunities available through local companies, organizations, 
and their extensive contact networks throughout the region, nation and world.   
This year's Summit focused on providing information on how to do business internationally and how to do 
business with the diverse community in Tampa Bay. The summit featured educational workshops. 
 

Visit from United Kingdom Trade and Investment (UKTI), Leeds, England – March 29. 
Tampa Hillsborough EDC was approached by the British Consul in Miami to play host to the UKTI 
financial and business services representative for N. E. England, Simon Bedford, on what would be the 
final leg of a five city tour of the US.  During his brief visit Mr. Bedford met with two Tampa Bay 
companies owned and operated by British ex-pats at a lunch hosted by the British-American Business 
Council. Tampa Hillsborough EDC made a brief presentation and discussed ways in which the two 
organizations might work together in the future. UKTI exists to promote and assist UK companies seeking 
to trade internationally. 
 

“International Days” Tallahassee, Florida - April 13-14 
Keith Norden attended “International Days” in Tallahassee, Florida on April 13-14, 2010. The event was 

organized by the Florida Chamber of Commerce with the support of Enterprise Florida Inc. 
 
International Days was a two-day networking event during the Florida Legislative Session 
designed to promote and highlight the significant role international business has in Florida’s 
economy.   The event provided an opportunity for participants and organizations to meet 
with Florida’s legislators and promote the importance that international business plays in 
the economic development of their communities. 

 



2 
 

 
TRADE-USA Dominican Republic Inbound Trade Mission - April 13-16                  
 
A delegation of 21 Dominican companies, led by American Chamber of Commerce of the Dominican 
Republic and U.S. Commercial Service representatives, visited Tampa in the  final part of a two-city  trade 
mission, organized by Florida Foreign Trade Association,  with the support of Tampa Hillsborough 
Economic Development Corporation. 
 
The Dominican delegation sought to meet with potential local trading partners to buy a range of products 
and services including: 
 
Auto parts  
Produce and meat products 
Alternative energy equipment  
Hardware 
Industrial furniture equipment 
Bathroom equipment  
Apparel and accessories  

Travel agency and tour 
operator services 
Appliances and electronics 
Heavy construction equipment  
Commercial and Industrial A/C 
equipment  
Cellular phone equipment 

Construction materials  
Plastic resins for industrial use 
Electronic Media products and 
services.   

 
The U.S. Commercial Service and Enterprise 
Florida worked together with co-organizers 
Florida Foreign Trade Association and 
Tampa Hillsborough EDC to secure over 43 
appointments with Tampa Bay companies, 
hosted at the Tampa Port Authority offices 
on April 14, 2010. The value of the business 
generated from the one-on-one meetings is 
still being assessed but positive results are 
anticipated.  Local online magazine 
83Degrees quoted mission leader Sheila 
Diaz de Andujar, commercial specialist with 
the U.S. Embassy in Santo Domingo as 
saying: "The feedback has been quite 
positive...many D.R.-based company 
representatives believe they will be doing 
business with Tampa-area companies, in 
areas such as building materials and auto 
parts,  
 
In addition to meetings with local businesses the delegation also met with Mayor Pam Iorio; toured of the 
Port of Tampa; visited the Florida Aquarium; enjoyed lunch at the historic Columbia Café in the Tampa 
History Center and stopped at the Tampa Museum of Art before departing on April 16. 
 

 
The mission marks the third time Tampa 
Hillsborough EDC has hosted an inbound 
trade mission from the Dominican Republic 
through the FFTA’s TRADE-USA Inbound 
Trade Mission program which promotes 
American exports and provides opportunities 
for two-way trade relationships through the 
support of bilateral trade agreements such as 
DR CAFTA. 
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Mexico Outbound Trade Mission Planning Session - April 20 
 

      
 
 
EDC staff met with PROMEXICO’S new Trade Commissioner, Mr. Cesar Bueno, and Trade Director, Mr. 
Jose Fernandez, to resume discussions of a possible outbound trade mission to the United Mexican 
States in the fall.  Potential mission states, targeted industry sectors, and time frames where discussed. 
Based on the preliminary discussions, the target time frame is the last week of October - early November 
2010.  The EDC plans continue to the dialogue with Mexico’s trade agency along with Enterprise Florida, 
U.S. Commercial Service, and Tampa / Hillsborough County economic development representatives on a 
monthly basis.  
 

 
Doing Business in Key East Asian Markets: China, Korea and Japan - April 28 
 
The EDC coordinated a business briefing on the Chinese, Korean and Japanese markets in partnership 
with: Florida-China Association; Florida-Korea Economic Cooperation Committee; SEUS/Japan Assoc.; 
Hillsborough County and Holland & Knight.   
 
About 40 attendees registered for the informational session that featured country overviews; a briefing on 
upcoming trade missions to China & Korea and presentations on Asian Market Opportunities by the US 
Commercial Service and Enterprise Florida.  
 
The event, moderated by Keith Norden and hosted at the offices of Holland &Knight, was a precursor to 
an outbound trade mission to China and Korea. 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



4 
 

Doing Business in Turkey- May 12 
 
Organized by Enterprise Florida in partnership with the Tampa Hillsborough 
Economic Development Corporation, the U.S. Commercial Service, and the 
Florida District Export Council the business briefing provided an opportunity 
for Tampa Region companies to learn more about doing business in Turkey.   

 
 
 
 
Mr. James Fluker, Senior Commercial Officer with the 
U.S. Commercial Service in Istanbul, and Ms. Alev 
Gunay, Director of Investment Support and Promotion 
Agency of Turkey presented valuable information 
regarding business potential in Turkey.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Doing Business with Colombia- June 3 
 
Staff attended a business briefing on the Colombian 
market organized by Enterprise Florida.  Colombia an 
important market for Florida and is one of the top 6 
export markets for the Tampa Bay region. The seminar 
was a precursor to an Enterprise Florida mission to 
Bogota and Cartagena, Colombia in August. Tampa 
Hillsborough EDC staff will be among the participating 
local organizations which include Tampa Port Authority 
and Tampa International Airport. 
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Trade Mission to Seoul, Korea- May 23-25 
 
Keith Norden attended the mission organized by Florida-Korea Economic Cooperation Committee (FLOR/KOR) 
and sponsored by Korean International Trade Association (KITA). A few highlights of the mission included the 
FLOR/KOR annual meeting and a presentation by Mr. Norden.  Florida delegation leaders included Kimi 
Springsteen, FLORKOR Chair, and Dale Bril of the Florida Chamber Foundation and former Director of OTED. 
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Trade Mission to China - May 26-29  
Keith Norden attended the mission organized by Florida-China Association, Inc which featured the Florida-China 
Association (FCA) annual meeting, and a seminar by the FCA delegation leaders and sponsored by the China 
Council for the Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT).  Special guest Frank Sanchez, under secretary for 
international trade at the U.S. Department of Commerce, attended the meeting in Beijing. Below is a related press 
release. 
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Recurring Meetings and Ongoing Projects 

 

International Trade Task Force  
 
The monthly meetings led by  co-chairs  Jim Pyburn (Tampa Port Authority) and Charlotte Starfire (SunTrust 
Bank), have focused on  building relationships with local media contacts in an effort to promote international trade  
through highlighting  trade success  stories in Tampa and Hillsborough County 
 

Foreign Direct Investment Taskforce  

 
Chairman, Andrew McIntosh (Fowler White) has led discussions on ways in which the EDC can support the 
Tampa Bay Partnership’s FDI Study. The EDC will work with St. Leo University through a program that will assign 
a group of MBA students the project of obtaining information on FDI companies in the area.  
The Task Force has also been exploring ways in which to promote foreign direct investment in the area such as 
the E-B5 Investment Visa Program.  
 

  

 
The EDC provides staff support for the Tampa Foreign Trade Zone Board 

 
Quarterly Board Meetings 
 
Board members discussed which existing sites would be deleted and the addition of new sites. 
 
Zone Reorganization Meeting 
 
EDC staff and Chairman of the FTZ Board 79 Inc, Tim Shusta, held a meeting with Rockefeller Group 
Foreign Trade Zone Services representatives to discuss the application process for Alternative Site 
Framework and how proceed with plans to reorganize the foreign trade zone in the Tampa area. EDC 
staff will assist in researching and gathering the necessary information to complete the application. 
 
 


